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Speaker Paul Renner Stands Up for Florida Parents 
Florida House seeks records related to age-inappropriate books in Hillsborough school libraries 
 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (February 3, 2023) — Today, Florida House Speaker Paul Renner (R-Palm 
Coast) announced he has requested records from Hillsborough County public school officials regarding 
age-inappropriate reading materials available in public school libraries. The request seeks to understand 
the decision-making processes for allowing such materials to be made available to young children and 
how school officials address parental objections.  
 
“While the vast majority of reading and educational materials in our school libraries are age-appropriate, 
some books are so clearly obscene and directed to children that they would be rejected by adult 
bookstores. Any fair-minded person reviewing these books would agree, and we will not tolerate 
continued efforts to bypass Florida law,” said Speaker Renner. “The Florida House of Representatives 
has an obligation to protect our children and a responsibility to uphold Florida law, which prohibits 
schools from exposing young children to age-inappropriate materials. These books have no place in our 
school system due to their graphic depiction of sexual conduct and step-by-step instructions of how to 
access digital sex apps on the internet.”  
 
“I appreciate the work that school administrators and teachers do to prepare our students for a bright 
future. The HCPS mission ‘to provide an education and the support that enable each student to excel as a 
successful and responsible citizen’ is a noble goal. However, nearly half of all Hillsborough County 
students are reading below grade level. We must focus all our energies on prioritizing learning and 
teaching the core skills – math, reading, writing – to unleash the full potential of every child.” 
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